
TOOLS OR TOYS / DON’T TOUCH ITS HOT:  

DANGERS OF PLAYING WITH MATCHES & LIGHTERS 
 
Each year, thousands of fires start as a result of children playing with matches and lighters. These fires result in a 
large amount of property loss and even more tragic, they quite often lead to injury or death. By following these 
simple guidelines we can make our homes and community a safer place to live. 

HOW TO EDUCATE YOUR CHILD 
 
It is important to understand that not all fire is bad. In fact, fire is used everyday to warm food, warm houses and 
recreational use.  

If fire can be used to make our lives better, then that means fire is a “tool.” That’s correct! And as a tool, it 
should be used carefully and only by an adult. 

Children must be taught at an early age that matches and lighters are kept in the home so that adults can do 
specific jobs. Children should be taught that matches and lighters are tools not toys, and like other tools in the 
home, it would be dangerous for children to use them. 
 
Parents must not overreact if they find their child having an interest in fire, it is normal. Take time to explain to 
your child how fire is helpful when used properly, and how harmful it can be when misused. 

KEEP MATCHES / LIGHTERS OUT OF REACH 
 
As parents, we must take steps to protect our children from the dangers of matches and lighters. One easy way is 
to keep matches and lighters out of the child's strike zone - the area that the child is able to reach. 
 
Remember the old saying, "Out of sight, out of mind. "If the matches are always kept where the child can't reach 
them, they will not be tempted to use them. Children should also be instructed to tell an adult if they see matches 
lying in the strike zone. 
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